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Written data, views or comments for
consideration by the committee may be
submitted, preferably with 20 copies, to
Joanne Goodell at the address provided
below. Any such submissions received
prior to the meeting will be provided to
the members of the Committee and will
be included in the record of the
meeting. Because of the need to cover a
wide variety of subjects in a short
period of time, there is usually
insufficient time on the agenda for
members of the public to address the
committee orally. However, any such
requests will be considered by the Chair
who will determine whether or not time
permits. Any request to make an oral
presentation should state the amount of
time desired, the capacity in which the
person would appear, and a brief
outline of the content of the
presentation. Individuals with
disabilities who need special
accommodations should contact Veneta
Chatmon (phone: 202–693–1912; FAX:
202–693–1634) one week before the
meeting.

An official record of the meeting will
be available for public inspection in the
OSHA Technical Data Center (TDC)
located in Room N2625 of the
Department of Labor Building (202–
693–2350). For additional information
contact: Joanne Goodell, Occupational
Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA); Room N–3641, 200
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC, 20210 (phone: 202–693–2400; FAX:
202–693–1641; e-mail
joanne.goodell@osha.gov; or at
www.osha.gov).

Dated: Signed at Washington, DC, this 3rd
day of March, 2000.
Charles N. Jeffress,
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational
Safety and Health.
[FR Doc. 00–5766 Filed 3–08–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510–26–M

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Pension and Welfare Benefits
Administration

Proposed Information Collection
Request Submitted for Public
Comment

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor (the
Department), as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, conducts a
preclearance consultation program to
provide the general public and other
federal agencies with an opportunity to
comment on proposed and continuing

collections of information in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (PRA 95) (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
This program helps to ensure that
requested data is provided in the
desired format, reporting burden (time
and financial resources) is minimized,
collection instruments are clearly
understood, and the impact of collection
requirements on respondents can be
properly assessed. By this notice, the
Department is soliciting comments
concerning the Application for EFAST
Electronic Signature and Codes for
EFAST Transmitters and Software
Developers (Form EFAST–1). A copy of
the proposed information collection
request (ICR) can be obtained by
contacting the office listed below in the
addresses section of this notice. The
proposed Form EFAST–1 is also
available for viewing and downloading
through the Department of Labor’s
Internet site (http://www.efast.dol.gov).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted to the office listed in the
addresses section below on or before
May 8, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Interested parties are
invited to submit written comments
regarding the collection of information.
Send comments to Gerald B. Lindrew,
Office of Policy and Research, U.S.
Department of Labor, Pension and
Welfare Benefits Administration, 200
Constitution Avenue, NW, Room N–
5647, Washington, DC 20210.
Telephone: (202) 219–4782; Fax: (202)
219–4745. These are not toll-free
numbers.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background
Under part 1 of Title 1 of the

Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 (ERISA), Title IV of ERISA,
and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
as amended, administrators of pension
and welfare benefit plans (collectively,
employee benefit plans) subject to those
provisions and employers sponsoring
certain fringe benefit plans and other
plans of deferred compensation are
required to file returns/reports annually
concerning the financial condition and
operations of the plans. These reporting
requirements are satisfied generally by
filing the Form 5500 Series in
accordance with its instructions and the
related regulations.

In August of 1998, the Department of
Labor, Pension and Welfare Benefits
Administration, Department of the
Treasury, Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), and the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation (collectively, the Agencies)
received approval for the revised and
streamlined Form 5500 Series, subject to

the Agencies’ solicitation of public
comments on a computer scannable
format for the Form 5500. A notice
requesting comments from the public on
computer scannable formats was
published by the Agencies on June 28,
1999 (64 FR 34686). The final computer
scannable ‘‘hand print’’ and ‘‘machine-
print’’ formats for the Form 5500 were
announced on February 2, 2000 in
connection with the Agencies’ Notice of
Adoption of Revised Forms (65 FR
5026).

The computer scannable formats were
developed to facilitate the
implementation of the new
computerized system to process the
Form 5500 and the IRS Form 5500–EZ—
the ERISA Filing and Acceptance
System, or EFAST. EFAST is designed
to simplify and expedite the receipt and
processing of the new Form 5500 and
Form 5500–EZ by relying on computer
scannable forms and electronic filing
technologies. The computer scannable
forms are being implemented for 1999
plan year filings. The Form 5500 and
Form 5500–EZ for 1999 plan years may
also be filed electronically via modem,
magnetic tape, floppy diskette, or CD–
ROM.

In order to participate in the
electronic filing program, applicants
will be required to submit an
Application for EFAST Electronic
Signature and Codes for EFAST
Transmitters and Software Developers
(Form EFAST–1), the subject of this ICR.
The Internal Revenue Service currently
uses forms for similar purposes. This
new EFAST form was designed to meet
the needs of the new processing system.

Applicants who may file the Form
EFAST–1 include: (1) Individuals
applying for an electronic signature to
sign a Form 5500 or 5500–EZ as, or on
behalf of, plan administrators,
employers/plan sponsors, or Direct
Filing Entities (DFEs) using modem,
magnetic tape, floppy diskette, or CD–
ROM to file electronically; (2)
transmitters (a company, trade,
business, or other person) applying for
codes to transmit Forms 5500 and/or
Forms 5500–EZ for electronic filing
using modem, magnetic tape, floppy
diskette, or CD–ROM; and, (3) software
developers (a company, trade, business,
or other person that creates, programs,
or otherwise modifies computer
software) applying for codes required to
develop EFAST-compliant computer
software for electronically preparing
and filing the Form 5500 and/or Form
5500–EZ. Applicants will provide some
or all of the following information
depending on applicant type: name and
title of applicant, mailing address,
Employer Identification Number (EIN),
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1 See the notice of Submission for OMB
Emergency Review published by the Office of the
Secretary, Department of Labor, which is also
published in today’s Federal Register.

telephone number, facsimile number
and e-mail address (optional), contact
person if different than applicant, and a
signed agreement concerning the terms
and conditions of the electronic filing
program. Applicants will receive,
depending on applicant type, some or
all of the following: electronic signature;
filer identification number; personal
identification number; encryption key;
electronic filing identification number;
password; and software developer ID.
Applicants will use these codes, as
applicable, in connection with
electronic filing, electronic
transmission, or developing EFAST
software for the Form 5500 and 5500–
EZ.

The information provided by the
applicants on EFAST–1, combined with
the codes supplied to the applicants by
the program, will allow EFAST to verify
a filer, transmitter, or software
developer’s standing as a qualified
participant in the EFAST electronic
filing program for the Form 5500 and
5500–EZ. EFAST–1 information will
also establish a means of contact
between the EFAST program and filers,
transmitters, and software developers
for information exchange.

II. Review Focus
The Department is particularly

interested in comments that:
• Evaluate whether the proposed

collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agencies, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

• Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies’ estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

• Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

• Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

III. Current Actions
Currently, the Pension and Welfare

Benefits Administration is requesting
comments on the proposed Application
for EFAST Electronic Signature and
Codes for EFAST Transmitters and
Software Developers (Form EFAST–1),
the subject of this ICR. Although the
Department has submitted the ICR to the
Office of Management and Budget

(OMB) using emergency review
procedures, 1 and has requested
approved by March 24, 2000, the
Department will take comments
received by May 8, 2000 into
consideration in finalizing the Form
EFAST–1, and in its submission to OMB
for continuing approval of the ICR.

Agency: Department of Labor, Pension
and Welfare Benefits Administration.

Title: Application for EFAST
Electronic Signature and Codes for
EFAST Transmitters and Software
Developers.

Agency Form: EFAST–1.
OMB Number: 1210–NEW.
Frequency: On occasion.
Affected Public: Individuals or

households; business or other for-profit;
Not-for-profit institutions.

Total Respondents: 60,250.
Total Responses: 60,250.
Estimated Total Burden Hours:

20,100.
Estimated Total Burden Cost: $22,900.
Dated: March 3, 2000.

Gerald B. Lindrew,
Deputy Director, Office of Policy and
Research, Pension and Welfare Benefits
Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–5765 Filed 3–8–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510–29–M

FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH
REVIEW COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meeting—March 2, 2000

TIME AND DATE: 10:00 a.m., Thursday,
March 9, 2000.
PLACE: Room 6005, 6th Floor, 1730 K
Street, NW., Washington, DC
STATUS: Open.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: The
Commission will consider and act upon
the following:
1. Proposed Settlement Judge Rule

(Notice of proposed rulemaking was
published at 64 Fed. Reg. 61236 (Nov.
10, 1999)).
Any person attending an open

meeting who requires special
accessibility features and/or auxiliary
aids, such as sign language interpreters,
must inform the Commission in advance
of those needs. Subject to 29 C.F.R.
§ 2706.150(a)(3) and § 2706.160(d).
CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFO: Jean
Ellen (202) 653–5629/(202) 708–9300

for TDD Relay/1–800–877–8339 for toll
free.

Jean H. Ellen,
Chief Docket Clerk.
[FR Doc. 00–5834 Filed 3–6–00; 4:13 pm]
BILLING CODE 6735–01–M

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
ADMINISTRATION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request

AGENCY: National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: NARA is giving public notice
that the agency has submitted to OMB
for approval the information collection
described in this notice. The public is
invited to comment on the proposed
information collections pursuant to the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted to OMB at the address below
on or before April 10, 2000, to be
assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent
to: Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, Attn: Ms. Virginia Huth, Desk
Officer for NARA, Washington, DC
20503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the proposed information
collection and supporting statement
should be directed to Tamee Fechhelm
at telephone number 301–713–6730 or
fax number 301–713–6913.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(Public Law 104–13), NARA invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to comment on proposed
information collections. NARA
published a notice of proposed
collection for this information collection
on December 21, 1999 (64 FR 71507).
No comments were received. NARA has
submitted the described information
collection to OMB for approval.

In response to this notice, comments
and suggestions should address one or
more of the following points: (a)
whether the proposed collection
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of NARA;
(b) the accuracy of NARA’s estimate of
the burden of the proposed information
collections; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
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